when the athletics were rolling
once again, America got tied
up in World War II. This war
brought about a period of tre-
mendous economic activity
because of all the wartime
jobs. The city also expanded,
with the population reaching
20,000 in 1942. During the
war years, the high school it-
self did not fare too well. The
athletic teams suffered due to
the fact that a lot of labor was
needed in the country's de-
fense. But when America
decimated what was left of
the Japanese and ended the
war, prosperity struck again.
The graduating classes began
to grow, reaching 130 in
1947. By the end of the dec-
ade, Clearwater High showed
once more that they would be-
come one of the true dynas-
ties of Pinellas County.
Drive-ins, sock hops and
the '57 Chevy all made their
debut in the 1950's. But
Americans had little time to
enjoy these things as the
troops went off to do battle in
Korea. With Harry Truman
giving them hell, the war end-
ed in 1953. Casualties num-
bered in the millions on both
sides.
When the fighting was over,
good times were on the hori-
zon for America and Clear-
water alike. An expanding
population forced the con-
struction of a new Clearwater
High, this being the present-
day site as 540 South Hercu-
les. The new school was built
larger than necessary in order
to accomadate future expan-
sion, which occured rapidly
after that. The new surround-
ings had no effect on the win-
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